5. THE PERIOD OF ACHIEVEMENT
Germany 1928-1932
The last five years that Mendelsohn was to spend in Germany represent a period of intense activity not often equalled in the lives of architects. The amount of work he accomplished was amazing. To give some idea of its magnitude it may be mentioned that as many as forty assistants and draughtsmen were occasionally working for him. In this short period he became the author of some of the outstanding monuments of modern architecture, He had at last won the recognition to which his genius was entitled, and it is not surprising that during these years he acquired an international reputation, and was often the subject of panegyrics from enthusiasts of the new architecture. His influence at this time was extensive and it is from the year 1928 that we find numerous imitations of his work.
During 1928 he was engaged on a large undertaking for the Woga Company. This was a group of buildings adjoining the Kurfurstendamm in Berlin. The first scheme consisted of a street of shops running off the Kurfurstendamm, with a cinema at one corner and a cafe-restaurant and cabaret theatre at the opposite corner; and, at the end of the street forming a cul-de-sac, a revue theatre. Judging from the model, the scheme included interesting relationships of long horizontals and semicircles (on plan), an example of a sustained horizontal movement arrested at certain points by convolutions.
This scheme was considerably amended. The cinema, cafe-restaurant and cabaret theatre were retained as in the first scheme, but the street of shops was shortened to about one third, and at the end was a bachelor hotel. Behind the cinema and running parallel with the original street was a large block of flats. In accordance with official requirements, the corner buildings, on the Kurfurstendamm, were only two stories in height, and as a financial compensation for this the bachelor hotel and flats were six-story buildings. The buildings throughout were of steel-framed construction with brick and stone facings. In the block of flats the
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